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 Turkey is entering 2016 wrapped up with the disturbances of critical domestic and foreign 
developments, and in the year to begin, foresee very important sharp turnings. By the culmination 
of the advocacy of the civil war going on in Syria for many years, the problems that arise as an 
outcome of this civil war and the developments that caused Russian crisis will be the topmost 
troublesome issues that Turkey will confront in the New Year. The latest threat to Turkey is the 
impending conjunction of the corridor between Cerablus and Azez upon the occupation of the 
region by PKK, the appendage of YPG; given that Russia, which, having gained influence in the 
region following the U.S., looks positively on the land-acquisition ambitions of the Kurdish groups 
expanding into Iraq and Syria. In this means, pulling a Kurdish corridor between Turkey and the 
Middle East, along the complete Turkish border from Iraq to Syria, Turkey’s isolation may be 
enforced. This formation besides paving the way to the danger of new clashes in pursuit of the 
aspirations of the Kurdish Groups in the region, may also have negative repercussions to the 
internal security of Turkey. There will also be the repercussions of the Islamic polarization 
upsurging in the Middle East, Afghanistan, North Africa,  the Horn of Africa (Somalia), Caucasus 
and Central Asia. Turkey, following the down-shooting of the Russian plane, is implementing a 
search in the realm of energy to overcome the Russian embargo, thus, initiating peace with Israel. 
After the shooting of the Russian plane, Turkey’s commitments on the Sunni front, which they 
supported in Syria, is taken away to a great extent; accordingly, the fate of 70 thousand Sunni 
warriors, backed by Turkey, passed on to Russia and the USA. 90% of the Russian air raid target 
Erdogan’s opponent forces. Russians are supporting the Syrian regime not only by air forces but 
also by gunfight effectively. The Esad forces began to retrieve positions by the cessation of the 
support from Turkey. The enhancement of Russia’s persistence in Ukraine and Syria, the possible 
repercussions of this on Syria and on the Black sea region is not good news for NATO, as much 
as it is for Turkey.  At the phase reached, it will likely help to make a deep analysis about Russia 
and to look at the probabilities concerning escalation of crisis. 

 Analysis of Deep Russia..  

 Subsequent to the disintegration of the Soviet Union, the Russian people and the 
administration, who cannot acquiesce with the state of affairs yet, dream of going back to the old 
days. In this direction the steps that the Russian leaders take arouses approval among the people 
who have fallen into plight of alcoholism, idleness, and self-indulgence. During the term with the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union in 1991, until Putin takes office, the country was somewhat 
governed by Westernized, neo-liberal elite fraction. Today, however a conservative and nationalist 
fraction is governing. When Putin became the president he retrieved the country from the 
oligarchs, yet, a new group of oligarchs emerged integrated with the anachronistic government 
bureaucracy. The governors of the 81 provinces were already inherent members of this group and 
these people were the very individuals that lead to the failure of development in Russia.  These 
governors exploit the share they get from the federal budget to fill their own pockets and no 
business is done without bribery. Daghistan and Chechnia are controlled by the bribery given to 
the leaders under the name of budget.  There are 500 people that we see in Kremlin around Putin, 
the rest is ineffectual. Russians have an imperial culture, only they, themselves vest the right to 
speak and they do what they intend to do.  Affiliated to the head office total 200 persons (Siloviki) 
are acting in concert, these are: the governors, previous bureaucrats, the intelligence-based elite. 
Putin governs the state like an intelligence service. Putin, is in fact not today’s but the past 
Russian emperors’ Tsar, as is stated by Robert Gates and wants to sit in for Tsar. At this point, we 
need to mention the leaders of the Turkish Republics under the guidance of Russia during the old 
Soviet geography. These leaders keep their seats in expense of rendering the energy sources of 
their country under Russian authorization. In return for this, Russia eradicated the dissidents. Their 
presence is directly related to their ties with Russia. The only concern of these leaders is 
becoming a loyal ally to Russia personally, trying to deter the arrival of the USA to the region as 
they know that once the US gets in the region they will proclaim “democracy”. They expect to 
attain the authoritarian system they aspire only by means of a term where Putin becomes the 



Tsar. Putin, on the other hand, assumes that he controls a natural energy source of 125 trillion 
dollars, the stolen and the future stealing included, and that their future is well-founded.  

 In the background, inside the Russian administration a deep government crisis sustains, the 
fragility of which becomes deep.  There might be a big administrative crisis in Russia but this may 
not be an upheaval because there is no such culture in the public, Putin may make radical 
arrangements inside the administration but he will not give up. The Russian citizens have the 
opinion that the USA will overthrow Putin, and they do not regard China as friend.  In the South life 
is under the influence of China. With the embargo the Russian public has become isolated and 
desperate.  Hundred-thousands of scientists ran away abroad between 1990 and 2015 but even a 
road cannot be paved in Siberia. If one holds a scientific conference in Siberia, one could find 4 to 
5 thousand scientists; in contrast, one cannot get even one entrepreneur in the private sector that 
signs a business agreement.  The climate conditions also contribute to alcoholism and 
despondency. They have a profound world of art and culture. 2/3rds of the Russian youth lives as 
a parasite, they do not work. They have advanced in literature, dance, ballet, opera especially by 
the Soviet educational system however they became a non-self-governing public. After the Soviets 
art took flight to the West, the ones left became commercial. Art and science is in St Petersburg; 
Moscow is the home for the vulgar and barbaric Russians.  Nowadays Russians read books, goes 
to operas, drink wine, improving their intellectual worlds. Russian people, succeeded in living 
without Marlborough, tomato, hamburger; that is, away from the Western standards for 80 years. 
The priorities are different for the common people. The merchants in the country are those from 
Azerbaijanians, Caucassians, Tatars of Russian origin, and those from the Turkish Republics. The 
Azerbaijanians are involved in the restaurant sector, fruit and vegetable trade and woman 
trafficking, whereas Chechens are busy with woman trafficking and mafia (buying and selling 
companies – insider dealing). Construction laborers are Uzbek and Tajik, services such as 
dishwashing and toilet cleaning are for Kirgiz.  The influence of the Jewish (Russian and 
Azerbaijanian Jews) is non-negligible. Akkuyu Power Station constructing bidding is won by them.  

 Russia needs two things to remain as a great state: population and economy. Russia lacks 
both, therefore like in the past their most vulnerable parts are to be isolated from the world and 
embargo. Most likely, soon Russia will first slowly, then instantaneously get disintegrated. Let’s 
explain what we mean. Russia has around 142 million populations, but the rate of birth is quite 
low.  Let us add up the 27 million Russians living abroad. Russia is the country harboring the 
biggest number of criminals in the world and in proportion to its population the prisons are 
congested with the highest number of convicts. Russia’s best exportation goods following energy 
are beautiful women; besides the 2 million in the country, they are conducting 4.5 million 
prostitutes, including Ukrainian and other countries’ women are trafficking.  Russian women are 
getting married to Japanese at the areas close to Japan, to the Chinese at the areas near Chinese 
border in the South along Siberia to the Caspian Sea, those near the Black sea to the Turks and 
the ones in Eastern Europe to the Europeans.  Beautiful women are leaving the country; there are 
no more women to revive the population. Solely in Turkey, there has been 550 thousand 
marriages in the last 20 years and ten thousands of children were born. This is also due to the 
effect of romanticism in all aspects between Russia and Turkey. In reality, this romanticism is one-
sided.  Actually, the Russian woman has a marriage strategy; first of all  heading for a good life, 
then sending money to her family, following this, securing her future and finally returning back to 
her country one day. Russian women are a medium for intelligence services at the same time. 
They show up at the hotels where young businessmen go. Today beautiful Russian women are 
lessened so dramatically that the Belarusian girls constitute around 40% of the employees in the 
Russian intelligence service FSB.  The amazing part is the trafficking of these women are 
conducted by the Chechen and Azerian mafia. Woman trafficking is the business area of the 
Russian intelligence and beginning with Turkey, they make private research directed to the Middle 
East (the Arab Sheikhs), and choose the groups the leakage to be made. Armenians are also 
within the Russian intelligence. 2 million Armenians in Russia are holding major positions in the 
state government. Moscow is full of Syrians and Lebanese. They are tracing  the internal and 
foreign travels of the Turkish businessmen and statesmen, the places they eat, and the hotels they 



accommodate. Several novels may be written about the ones that has fallen into the traps in the 
last 20 years. Among them, famous names of the Islamist fraction will come to the fore.  

 Economy became another area where romanticism is experienced with Russia. They 
allocated 12 million dollars for the infrastructure of Cremia, but it is nowhere to be found. Just like 
Putin, the governors assigned are also in pursuit of their personal earnings.  They are beyond 
Putin’s control, the principle agenda in almost all state assembly is this issue, the people are poor 
and factories are worn out. The ones in high rank are filling their pockets, the state cannot form the 
private sector, there are no entrepreneurs, and nobody bothers to work or invest. 70 % of the 
Russian economy depends on mines, minerals, petroleum and natural gas and a significant 
amount of the country’s revenue is attained by this sector.  In October 2015, the Russian Central 
Bank Governor announced that the state reserves dropped down to 370 billion dollars from 510 
billion. Price per barrel of oil dropped down to 35 dollars and it seems to even drop down to 29 
dollars. The Russian economy cannot endure this. In present, the Russian economy is led by oil 
and natural gas; that is, by energy sales besides the weaponry technology left from the Soviet 
period. Therefore, Eurasia Economic Union has no chance of selling anything apart from the oil 
and natural gas they commonly share. Belarus and Kazakhstan economies are also vulnerable. In 
collaboration with the BRICS and Shanghai, they could not constitute a counter-balance against 
the West as their economies do not have a back up. Economic crisis is destroying the country, the 
hotels are vacant, and department stores closed, people desperate, no more expatriate residence 
left.  The power of the Russian army depends on the aged  nuclear weapons left from the Soviet 
times; there is no machinery industry which is required to modernize the army and Europe, 
particularly Germany do not consent to give. Industrial production in Russia is at a relatively 
undeveloped level. The appropriated funds for modernization is pocketed by the bureaucrats, and 
sent to the West. As an example, a bureaucrat took down a Petro-chemical plant completely in 
Bashkortostan and sent it to Austria, whereby Putin after long struggles, managed to retrieve it 
back 3 years ago. Germans and Russians are drawn together closer by the natural gas pipe line. 
The Russian aim in holding Germany close is to keep Europe divided, whereas Germans aim to 
keep hold of the Russian market.  

 They do not have the knowhow of setting up industrial plants and  factories, to put it more 
explicitly, they do not have manufacturing industry, i.e: small and medium size enterprises or the 
section we name KOBI is non-existent. However, in addition to energy and mining sectors, there is 
a significant war industry, and an automotive industry. They are way ahead at substructure 
construction.  Peripheral roads and connecting bridges in Ankara is constructed by the Russians. 
They are skilled in constructing channels and subways; they laid pipeline reaching 250 kilometers 
long.  But first of all there is no appropriate medium for the KOBI’s to outlast an accomplishment. 
They own a land 21 times bigger than Turkey and a society that lives under snow and winter for 8 
months. The basic problem is the attitude of people, i.e. not having entrepreneurial culture. That’s 
why Russian universities demanded to arrange common programs on this field for many years. In 
Russia there is heavy industry such as production of old technology heavy equipment and old 
technology heavy weight tonnage trucks; apart from these, there is natural gas, fertilizer and 
chemical industry, but all these are state-owned companies. They produce cars but old fashioned, 
without spare-part industry, so they import these from Turkey. People do not want to make 
production or investment.  

Production and investment are established by Turks, which has been the source of 
romanticism in economy since 1990s. The main items that are sent from Turkey are the following: 
otomotive and subsidiary spare parts industry (Tofaş), cable- electric equipment (EAE), chemical 
industry (Hayat holding), construction (Eczacıbaşı), forest management industry (Kastamonu 
entegre), white goods (Vestel), natural gas- electric power plant (Zorlu), beer (Efes), soda 
production (Şişecam), carpet weaving production plant (Merinos), real estate property (particularly 
in Moscow and in St.Petersburgh to a great extent in Turkey). Turkey has an investment of 15 – 
16 billion dollars in Russia. The expenditure of Turkey amounts up to 26 billion dollars to Russia 
annually; energy (23 billion dollars), grains-agricultural products ( 2 billion dollars).  We have 5 
billion dollars exportation; citrus (1 billion dollars), tourism (3.5 billion dollars), subsidiary industry- 
textile (600 million dollars). However, we can add an 8.5 shuttle trading actualized in previous 



years. 3.3. million of the total 4.4 million Russians that came to Turkey in 2014, constitutes the 
tourists. According to Deputy Prime Minister Mehmet Simsek the Russian crisis will cost Turkey 9 
billion dollars.  

The business world is incorporated in the country to such extent that the Russians find it 
dangerous. They think they are caught up with the Turkish romanticism, they think they are drawn 
into this affiliation. Now the sentimentalism is coming to an end, Russians think that they are 
pulling themselves to reality. For years Turks were used to the Russian market, they did not have 
the intention to leave. Bringing alphabet and the mosque to the Turkic Republics also collapsed. 
Now, on the Turkish part also the anticipation that the crisis will end and they will return to old 
times is closing and they have begun to search for an alternative to the Russian market. None the 
less, only Turks manage to construct Russia. Even though to end the crisis is hard one day it will, 
but nothing will be the same again. 

 The Future of Turkish- Russian Relationship and The Energy Equation.. 

 In order to even out the distress caused by being underestimated by the West in 1990s, the 
defeat endured at foreign policy and the bitterness of the embargo, Russians started a new term of 
interrelations over Turkey. Just as Putin reached the climax by the provocation in eastern Ukraine, 
the annexation of Crimea, the intervention to Syria and just as he was giving the USA the 
message:  “I am equally powerful”, the downing of his aircraft have humiliated him somewhat. 
Since the Ukrainian incidents in 2014, 68 % of the Russians have the idea that they have retrieved 
the former great power status. The same severe trauma is created on the Russian people by the 
aircraft incident just like the trauma of throwing a hood over the Turkish soldiers’ head by the US 
created on Turks. Russia is carrying out populist policies to comfort their citizens during the crisis 
with Turkey. In fact, Russia has been carrying out the violations of the air domain of NATO at the 
Baltic sea for a long time, the same as the one done in north of Syria towards the Turkish aerial 
domain, but no one takes notice of it. Today, the group of the businessmen and bureaucrats that 
equalized the relations between the two countries in 1990s is non-existent.  Nazarbayev, Aliyev 
and White Russia tried to mediate but it did not work. Russia also goes through a troublesome 
period in foreign politics besides deep inner problems and embargo.  

 During the Soviet era there was Russian influence on Angola, Mozambique, North Africa 
and Algeria in Africa. But now they only have a small effect only in Angola, and with the North 
Africa only because they are in the same league in  the  BRICS. In the Middle East, meanwhile, 
Syria is the last fortress. The expansion of NATO has been the biggest threat to Russia in the last 
25 years and they managed to put them a stop only in Ukraine, but got into a big trouble. If they 
had failed in Ukraine, the Russian ships would not be able to find an harbor to anchor; the 
American missiles, on the other hand, would get about 450 km. closer to Moscow.  Russia 
continues losing the fortresses in Latin America, as well. Following Putin’s visit to South America, 
a right winged president took office for the Argentinean head of the state. In Venezuela center-
right won the elections. Russia is unable to conduct soft power like the USA, thus, incessantly 
recourse military alternatives.  

 The USA and Russia, will exploit the aircraft crisis, to cut the physical ties of Turkey to the 
Middle East, until the Kurdish corridor is established and the new map of the region is drawn.  At 
the stage arrived in the triangle of Syria – Iraq – Turkey, Turkey ended up in: 

- Breaking up from its aspirations for  “a Syria without Esad” and “ establishing a Sunni axis 
for Saudi and Qatar” 

- After the North of Iraq, in the North of Syria as well, formation of separatist Kurdish 
organizations that threatens the security of Turkey.  

 These consequences are reached by the big game designed by the USA in the region, 
followed by Erdogan in pursue of his Islamist aspirations. The USA is now delighted that Turkey is 
excluded from Syria; the US is also blackmailing Turkey to cooperate to the operations against 
ISIS, and cut the aid to El Nusra, or else they will close the corridor. The USA – Turkey 
relationship in recent years have progressed beyond the principle of friendship and alliance in 
contrast to the vital interests of Ankara. Owing to the ambitions of the USA to support the Kurdish 



groups and to transform the Middle East, a number of Turkey’s issues concerning critical Turkish 
interests are underestimated. At a time close to the November 2016 elections, Obama avoids 
taking a radical decision in the region. The USA seeks the way to constitute a counterbalance 
between Turkey – Iraq – Syria Kurds, the groups that may not come together by any means, and 
anyway, if they do, that would lead to a great calamity in the Middle East. 

It is imperative that Turkey – Russia relationships must be restored for both countries 
geopolitically and as an essential balance of power for a one – sided intervention of the USA.  The 
developments on the downing of the aircraft strengthen the argument that the USA is seemingly 
collaborating with Russia but pulling them down the quagmire. For that matter, the Americans 
pulled away the 12 aircraft from İncirlik when the Russians set in, Russians have airspace 
coordination arrangements with the USA, not with the Turks. One of the most important 
justifications of Russia for intervening in Syria is the bargaining to be made here for the 
prospective gains to relieve the embargo applied due to Ukraine. Russia who is falling from power 
may raise a derangement; Americans are tracing the developments on that sense. If the crisis is 
deepened, the Russians may start a war between Azerbaijan and Armenia, to cut the connection 
of Turkey to energy.  

 Turkey is after new expansions on the issue of energy, particularly against the Russian 
economic embargo. At present, Turkey is engaged in four new energy projects as though they are 
alternatives to Russia:  

- Azeri (Shah Sea gas field); behind this gas field there are not the Azerbaijanis as is 
believed, but at a great extend, Russians, Iran and Western companies (BP) in the 
consortium. TANAP is only a pipeline. The Russian gas costs 212 dollars, whereas in 
today’s’ prices the gas in question will cost 300 dollars, which will make us pay 30% more. 
Apart from this, although there are pipelines in the region, in the construction of the pipeline 
that will cost 10 billion dollars to TANAP, our share will be 3 billion dollars. 
 

Map: Projects for Qatar Gas Pipeline 

 
- Qatar gas: As one of the reasons of the Syrian war this gas is operated by LNG Company 

of the USA, not by Qatar. There are Exxon, Mobile, French Total and Japanese energy 
companies incorporating LNG. Even if this gas is brought, we do not have the substructure 
to convert it, that is, they also offer to do it. In long term agreements Turkey can purchase 
LNG but it is an expensive alternative.  

- Mosul and Kirkuk gas: with a 10 million square meter capacity this gas is the most 
functional, but on the other hand, by buying it from Barzani Turkey will not only disregard 
the legal Iraq government once again, but also continue feeding the (illegal) statesmanship 
of Barzani.  

- East Mediterranean Gas: In the east of Cyprus Island, for this gas field which the Cypriot 
Greeks are trying to hold the rights, there is reconciliation between the Greek – Cypriot 
Greek Section and Israel – Egypt section. This gas is also controversial and to take it to 
Turkey, a pipeline of at least 500 kilometers must be constructed. In here again, as there is 



the USA behind the companies that will produce and ship the gas, they are after settling a 
deal before Obama is out of office. Apart from this, the shipment of this gas to Turkey 
should be possible only by the determination of the Syrian Cypriot Greek administration. 
There is no any other pipeline alternative.  

 Plainly, Turkey is recently under the risk of falling into the trap of the international energy 
monopolies in order to overcome the energy dependency to Russia. We should note that the USA 
put pressure on Turkey not to accept the Turkish Stream Project of Russia, at the same time; the 
pressure was also put for the rejection of the Akkuyu Nuclear Power Station. Bulgaria first 
conceded the pressure but in the final run refused the Russians. The USA has been bringing 
forward the Qatar pipeline right from the beginning, but in case Russia establishes the Esad state 
at the Mediterranean water front, for a passage way to the Mediterranean, a Sunni state as a 
corridor of exit is considered. Then, the Qatar pipeline will directly fill the pockets of the rich that is 
the ones that administer the USA at the background. 

 Conclusion     

 Like it has always been for centuries, Russia, somewhat by finding a way out, is a country 
that can take divergent steps. They overthrew Tsarism, founded Communism and they are still 
organizing their environment, that is, they can conjure up anything and everything. Russia which is 
superior to China with respect to military ability, as the second biggest military power of the World 
following the USA , are after  new military adventures. They have raised their defense 
expenditures from 40 billion in 2014 to 50 billion in 2015. These figures are an important hint on 
the issue of their inclinations and priorities. Besides forming a corridor of fear from Baltic to 
Moldova and to East Europe, and from the Black Sea to Central Asia as in the example of Syria, in 
the global arena, they are after a wrist wrestling with the USA. Russia intends to deepen the crisis 
with Turkey, to extend the exploitation to a longer period of time.  Through Iran, they provoke the 
Iraq Shiite administration against Turkey. Russia has already started an economic war against 
Turkey. There is a high risk of Russia’s resourcing to a military tendency, turning the Turkish – 
Russian conflict into a fight, or even into a war. This conflict is possible not only in Syria, or in 
Eastern Mediterranean, but also possible on the Black Sea. The probability of a war may give 
great losses to both sides, and we hope this does not happen.  On the other hand, the emergence 
of a Russian threat, in accord with the Montreux Convention, “being threatened by the risk of war”, 
will provide the Turks the chance to close the straits to the Russians. Throughout the history the 
two countries had fought 17 times, but now the conditions are way different. Putin’s military 
options and the forces that he can wield are comparatively limited. Turkey has a geographical 
precedence and a powerful army that cannot be compared to Ukraine and Georgia. 


